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LICENSING ACT 2003 HEARING – THURSDAY 26TH JANUARY 2017 @0930HRS 
 
APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW OF A PREMISES LICENCE  
 
1.  Premises: 
 Readipop Festival (formerly Caversham Festival) 
 Christchurch Meadows 
 Reading 
 
2.  Applicants Requesting Review: 
Reading Borough Council Environmental and Nuisance Team 
 
3. Grounds for Review 
An application for the review of a premises licence pursuant to the Licensing Act 
2003 was received by the Licensing Authority on 8th December 2016 for the above 
named event which has a licence within Christchurch Meadows. The event in 2016 
took place over between 8th and 10th July.  
 
The application outlines that a significant number of complaints were received 
about the event – particularly in relation to the noise generated from it. Ten 
complaints were received in total regarding noise from the music being played at 
the event as well as noise from a fairground. A number of conditions contained on 
the premises licence were also breached and a general lack of understanding of 
how to comply with these conditions was noted. The noise issues were deemed to 
have been serious enough to constitute a public nuisance.  
 
The applicant seeks for conditions to be amended so as to avoid a repeat of the 
issues encountered at this year’s event. The applicant also seeks that the 
exemption to play live music between the hours of 0800hrs to 2300hrs – as 
contained within the Live Music Act of 2012 and the Licensing Act 2003 at Section 
177A - be disapplied. 
 
4. Date of receipt of application:   8th December 2016 
A copy of the review application and appendices received are attached as 

Appendix RF-I 
5. Date of closure of period for representations:       5th January 2017 
 
6.  Representations received:                        
During the 28 day consultation period, the following representations were 
received from three local residents: 
1. Mr James McMaster (attached at appendix RF-2a) 
2. Mr Alan Godfrey (attached at appendix RF-2b) 
3. Mrs Lin Godfrey (attached at appendix RF-2c) 
 
These were the only valid representations received within the statutory 
timescales for the application. 
 
A plan showing the location of the premises (in black) and surrounding streets is 
attached as Appendix RF-3. 
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7. Background 
 
The premises/event is located at Christchurch Meadows and is surrounded by a 
mix of open park land and residential dwellings. 
 
The Premises Licence Holder is stated as: Readipop Ltd 
                                      
The Designated Premises Supervisor is stated as: Mark Copley 
 
The premises currently has the benefit of a premises licence for the activities and 
hours detailed below: A copy of the current licence is attached at Appendix 
RF-4 
 
Hours for the Performance of Plays 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Exhibition of Films 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for Indoor Sports 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Performance of Live Music 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Playing of Recorded Music 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Performance of Dance 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Sale by Retail of Alcohol 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
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Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs 
 
Hours the Premises is Open to the Public 
 
Friday  from 1000hrs until 2330hrs 
Saturday  from 1000hrs until 2330hrs  
Sunday  from 1000hrs until 2130hrs 
 
The licence is limited to one event per year which is to be notified to the 
Licensing Authority 28 days before the event starts.  
 
The premises still benefits from the exemption to play live music between 
0800hrs and 2300hrs as per the provisions in the Live Music Act 2012 and the 
exemption stated at Section 177A of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 
8.  Licensing Objectives and Reading Borough Council’s Licensing Policy 
Statement 
In determining this application the Licensing Authority has a duty to carry out its 
functions with a view to promoting the four licensing objectives, which are as 
follows:- 
 

 the prevention of crime and disorder; 
 public safety 
 the prevention of public nuisance 
 the protection of children from harm 

 
In determining this application the Licensing Authority must also have regard to 
the representations received, the Licensing Authority’s statement of licensing 
policy and any relevant section of the statutory guidance to licensing authorities.  
 
9. Power of Licensing Authority on the determination of a Review 
In determining the application the sub-committee can take such of the steps 
as it considers appropriate and proportionate for the promotion of the 
licensing objectives, which are: 

 
1. take no further action 
2. to issue formal warnings to the premises supervisor and/or premises 
 licence holder  
3. modify the conditions of the licence (including, but not limited to hours 

of operation of licensable activities) 
4. exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence 
5. remove the designated premises licence supervisor 
6. suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months 
7. revoke the licence. 

 
Where the sub-committee takes a step mentioned in 3 or 4 it may provide that 
the modification or exclusion is to have effect for a period not exceeding three 
months or permanently. 
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Amended Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 March 
2015 
 
Licensing Objectives and Aims: 
 
1.5  However, the legislation also supports a number of other key aims and 

purposes. These are vitally important and should be principal aims for 
everyone involved in licensing work.  

 They include:  

 protecting the public and local residents from crime, anti-social behaviour 
 and noise nuisance caused by irresponsible licensed premises;  

Public nuisance: 

2.14  The 2003 Act enables licensing authorities and responsible authorities, 
 through representations, to consider what constitutes public nuisance and 
 what is appropriate to prevent it in terms of conditions attached to 
 specific premises licences and club premises certificates. It is therefore 
 important that in considering the promotion of this licensing objective, 
 licensing authorities and responsible authorities focus on the effect of the 
 licensable activities at the specific premises on persons living and working 
 (including those carrying on business) in the area around the premises 
 which may be disproportionate and unreasonable. The issues will mainly 
 concern noise nuisance, light pollution, noxious smells and litter. 
 
The Review Process: 
 
11.10  Where authorised persons and responsible authorities have concerns about 
 problems identified at premises, it is good practice for them to give 
 licence holders early warning of their concerns and the need for 
 improvement, and where possible they should advise the licence or 
 certificate holder of the steps they need to take to address those 
 concerns. A failure by the holder to respond to such warnings is expected 
 to lead to a decision to apply for a review. Co-operation at a local level in 
 promoting the licensing objectives should be encouraged and reviews 
 should not be used to undermine this co-operation. 
 
11.18  However, where responsible authorities such as the police or 
 environmental health officers have already issued warnings requiring 
 improvement – either orally or in writing – that have failed as part of their 
 own stepped approach to  address concerns, licensing authorities should 
 not merely repeat that approach and should take this into account when 
 considering what further action is appropriate. 
 
11.20  In deciding which of these powers to invoke, it is expected that licensing 
 authorities should so far as possible seek to establish the cause or causes 
 of the concerns that the representations identify. The remedial action 
 taken should generally be directed at these causes and should always be no 
 more than an appropriate and proportionate response to address the 
 causes of concern that instigated the review. 
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Live Music or recorded music 

15.36  Any existing licence conditions (or conditions added on a determination of 
an application for a premises licence or club premises certificate) which 
relate to live music or recorded music remain in place, but are 
suspended between the hours of 08.00 and 23.00 on the same day where 
the following conditions are met: 

 at the time of the music entertainment, the premises are open for the 
 purposes of being used for the sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on 
 the premises; 

 if the music is amplified, it takes place before an audience of no more 
 than 500 people; and 

 the music takes place between 08.00 and 23.00 on the same day. 

Licence reviews: Live and recorded music  

15.55  On a review of a premises licence or club premises certificate, section 
177A(3) of the 2003 Act permits a licensing authority to lift the suspension 
and give renewed effect to an existing condition relating to music. 
Similarly, under section 177A(4), a licensing authority may add a 
condition relating to music as if music were regulated entertainment, and 
as if that premises licence or club premises certificate licensed the music. 
In both instances the condition should include a statement that Section 
177A does not apply to the condition.  

15.56  An application for a review in relation to relevant premises can be made by 
 a licensing authority, any responsible authority or any other person. 
 Applications for review must still be relevant to one or more of the 
 licensing objectives and meet a number of further requirements 
 
Reading Borough Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy: 
 
10.5.1 Any premises subject to a premises licence or club premises 
 certificate may have that licence or certificate reviewed by the Licensing 
 Authority on application by a responsible authority or interested parties. 
 The Act provides strict guidelines as to the timescale and procedures to be 
 adhered to and the Authority will deal with every review application on 
 that basis. 
 
11.11.2 The Authority may impose conditions in relation to licensed premises to 
 prevent unnecessary noise, vibration and disturbance to local residents as 
 it considers appropriate. This may include sound proofing requirements, 
 restrictions on times when music or other licensable activities may take 
 place, and may include technical restrictions on sound levels at the 
 premises by the use of sound limiting devices properly set to prevent noise 
 breakout and disturbance. 
 
11.11.3 Conditions relating to limiting the hours of open-air entertainment, the 
 use of outdoor areas, gardens and patios may be imposed to control and 
 prevent unnecessary noise and disturbance. 
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French, Richard

From: James McMaster 
Sent: 19 December 2016 16:54
To: Licensing
Subject: FW: Licence Renewal, Readipop, Christchurch Meadows. - RS dealt

This is an EXTERNAL EMAIL. STOP. THINK before you CLICK links or OPEN attachments. 

Dear Sir, 

I live three quarters the way along Patrick Road from Gosbrook Road. 

In 2016 the scale of nuisance of Readipop Festival and Fair was unacceptable for local residents. 

The size of attractions in the Fair were more like a Theme Park than a Meadows Fair. 

Large fair attractions backed onto residences. 

Noisy large generators were on top of local residences. 

The smell from large food outlets was noticeable in the nearby residences. 

Lorries did not always use the metal road, causing ruts on the Meadows, still requiring reinstatement. 

I object to the 2017 Readipop Festival and Fair being sited on Christchurch Meadows. 

Kings Meadow is available and already hosts events of a similar nature.  

Jim McMaster, 
Patrick Road, 

Caversham, RG4 8DD. 
. 

Click here to report this email as spam. 

APPENDIX RF-2a
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Alan	D	Godfrey	
3	Patrick	Rd	
Caversham	
Reading	
RG4	8DD	

	
Licensing	Department	 	
Reading	Borough	Council	 2nd	Jan	2017	
Civic	Offices	
Bridge	St	
Reading	
RG1	2LU	

Readipop	Review	Sound	Nuisance	Issues	
To	whom	it	may	concern	

In	July	2016	I	was	asked	by	Cyril	Walkington	(now	deceased)	, 	Thamesis	Place	
to	assist	with	evaluating	a	possible	sound	nuisance	issue	resulting	from		the	
scheduled	Readipop	event	to	be	held	that	month.	We	were	aware	that	part	of	the	
license	conditions	was	that	the	event	management	was	to	monitor	and	log	sound	
levels	at	the	event	at	periodic	intervals.	Our	object	was	to	record	sound	levels	at	
one	particular	property	and	in	the	immediate	vicinity.	As	the	measured	sound	
came	from	multiple	sources	the	sound/composite	values	of	these	sources	were	
measured	at	spot	locations.	We	hoped	to	use	both	the	event	management’s	and	
our	figures	to	evaluate	if	there	was	a	noise	nuisance	issue.	

After	the	event	I	tried	via	Reading	Borough	Council	to	obtain	the	event	log	
figures	but	received	just	platitudes	to	my	enquiries	and	was	eventually	asked	to	
contact	the	event	management!	My	conclusion	to	these	Council	prevarications	
was	that	even	if	some	kind	of	log	did	exist	then	it	did	not	contain	any	sound	level	
measurements.	As	a	result	I	was	not	prepared	to	provide	my	measurements	but	
retain	them	until	the	Readipop	review	was	held.	

DATE	OF	MEASUREMENTS.	Saturday	9th	July	

MEASURING	INSTRUMENT.	
Realistic	Sound	Level	Meter	Cat	No	33‐2050.	

MEASUREMENT	SETTINGS.	
All	reading	were	made	using	dB(A)	units	as	these	more	accurately	reflect	the	
response	of	the	human	ear.		The	sound	spectrum	for	A	weighting	is		
less	sensitive	to	both	high	and	low	audio	frequencies	(500Hz	to	10,000	Hz).			
The	rate	of	response	of	the	instrument	was	set	to	slow	to	provide	a	better	sound	
average	than	the	peaky	fast	alternative.	The	meter	was	used	in	a	hand	held	mode	
as	prescribed	in	the	user	handbook.	

APPENDIX RF-2b
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MEASUREMENTS.	
LOCATION	 Time	9/07/16	 Level	dB(A)	
Inside	 	Thamesis	Place	 1300‐1400	 70‐75	
Outside	 Thamesis	Place	 1300‐1400	 80‐85	
Approx	120m	away	from	stage		and	in	line	 2100‐2115	 75‐90	
Approx	120m	away	from	stage		off	line	 2100‐2115	 75‐85	
Approx	80m	from	amusements	in	line	 2115‐2130	 100‐105	
Approx	80m	from	amusements	off	line		 2115‐2130	 100‐105	
	
NORMAL	SOUND	LEVELS.	

1. Maximum	recommended	sound	exposure	per	day.	Permissible	noise	
exposures	extracted	from	the	US	Department	of	Labour	Noise	
Regulations.	
Sound	level	dB(A)	slow	response	 Maximum	duration	per	day	(hrs)	
90	 8	
95	 4	
97	 3	
100	 2	
102	 1.5	
105	 1	
110	 0.5	
	
2.Average	dB(A)	levels	of	some	common	activities	(operating	manual).	
Activity	 Sound	level	dB(A)	
Pain	threshold	 130	
Amplified	rock	music	 110	
Start	of	unsafe	levels	 90	
Conversation	 65	
Background	music	 60	
Average	residence	 45	
	 	
	
SOUND	ATTENUATION	IN	AIR.	
Apologies	for	a	bit	of	techno	jargon	but	sound	attenuation	in	air	can	be	
calculated	by	the	formula	Attenuation	(dB)=10log(distance1/distance2).	
In	simple	terms	doubling	the	distance	reduces	the	sound	level	by	3	dB.	
With	the	example	of	the	measured	sound	from	the	stage	at	95	dB(A)		at	
120	meters	the	sound	level	10	meters	in	front	of	the	stage	would	be	106	
dB(A).	
	
NOISE	AND	THE	LAW.	
What	is	noise?	Generally	noise	can	be	defined	as	any	unwanted	sound.	It	
can	occur	unexpectedly,	or	be	too	loud	or	repetitive.	Both	the	frequency	
and	the	intensity	of	the	noise	can	determine	the	nuisance	it	creates.	The	
process	of	determining	what	level	of	noise	constitutes	a	nuisance	can	be	
quite	subjective.	Nuisance	can	be	determined	by	monitoring	the	level	of	
the	noise,	its	length	and	timing.	
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For	noise	to	amount	to	a	statuary	nuisance,	it	must	be	”prejudicial	to	
health	or	a	nuisance”.	The	Environmental	Protection	Act	1990	refers.	
Noise	nuisance	is	generally	treated	as	an	environmental	health	matter	to	
be	handled	by	the	local	council.	
	
OBSERVATIONS/COMMENTS.	
1. The	event	created	both	desirable	and	undesirable	sound	levels	

depending	on	whether	you	were	a	festival	attendee	or	a	local	resident.	
Please	note	the	analogy	of	smoking:	People	can	smoke	and	damage	
their	own	health	but	they	are	not	permitted	in	public	places	to	damage	
the	health	of	others	in	the	process.	

2. The	sound	levels	experienced	by	the	local	residents	meet	the	criteria	
prescribed	of	nuisance,	ie.	unwanted,	too	loud	and	repetitive.	

3. The	operating	license	specified	that	the	event	sound	level	be	regulated	
from	a	single	control.	This	is	not	practical	with	multi	sound	sources	
serving	disparate	functions	(Pop	festival	and	event	amusements),	
which	are	not	directly	co‐located.	

4. The	operating	license	anticipated	that	sound	could	be	a	nuisance	issue	
and	delegated	the	responsibility	of	monitoring	and	logging	the	site	
levels	to	the	event	management.	No	evidence	has	been	presented	to	
indicate	that	this	was	carried	out.	It	is	not	known	what	action	would	
have	been	required	of	the	event	management	if	high	nuisance	sound	
levels	exceeding	the	90	dB(A)	level	specified	by	the	Licencing	
Committee.	

5. In	planning	the	site	layout,	consideration	for	local	residents	north	of	
the	river	was	taken	in	the	engineering	and	location	of	the	Pop	festival	
stage.	The	sound	impact	on	residents	south	of	the	river	was	not	
monitored.	

6. Disregard	for	the	local	residents	on	sound	nuisance	was	demonstrated	
by	the	close	positioning	of	the	attractions	to	residential	properties	and	
the	sound	levels	that	they	operated	at.	

7. The	site	area	designated	for	amusements/attractions	was	too	close	to	
residential	properties,	regardless	of	where	those	attractions	would	
have	been	located	within	that	area.	

8. A	typical	residence	will	attenuate	external	noise	by	10	dB	if	all	doors	
and	windows	are	closed.	Using	this	figure,	the	recorded	sound	figure	
adjusted	for	the	sound	level	at	the	residences	(119	dB),	the	distance	
from	the	sound	source,	(est	20	meters)	the	sound	attenuation	due	to	
distance	(13	dB)	it	can	be	extrapolated	that	the	sound	level	in	those	
dwellings	would	be	:‐	119‐13‐10=96	dB(A).	This	is	above	the	safe	
maximum	level	of	90	dB(A)	and	should	restrict	its	duration	to	a	
maximum	of	4	hours.	

9. As	the	duration	exposure	exceeded	the	maximum	daily	
recommendations	any	future	application	should	only	be	permitted	if	
the	daily	durations/sound	levels	are	curtailed/reduced.	

10. The	sound	standard	of	dB(A)	has	been	used	throughout	this	document	
and	is	assumed	to	be	the	most	relevant	because	of	the	response	of	the	
human	ear.	It	is	however	a	fact	that	if		dB(C)	weighting	were	used	the	
figures	would	be	approximately	14	dB	higher!	
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11. All	of	the	above	confirms	that	the	site	is	not	the	ideal	location	for	such	
an	event	in	its	contrived	format	without	being	a	major	source	of	sound	
nuisance.	The	issue	of	the	Music	festival	stage/enclosure	could	be	
compliant	with	Licensing	Conditions	if	the	event	management	could	
guarantee	to	undertake	the	responsibilities	that	have	been	placed	on	
them	by	the	Licensing	Committee.	By	direct	comparison	the	CAMRA	
event	on	the	same	site	was	a	model	of	event	management	with	great	
care	and	consideration	on	its	impact	on	local	residents.		
	
If	the	event	management	team	cannot	give	firm	undertakings	that	they	
will	carry	out	their	responsibilities	then	the	event	should	be	put	on	
hold.	They	should	also	give	written	documentation	as	to	what	their	
management/operational	procedures	will	be.	This	should	identify	
how	monitoring,	remedial	action	and	logging	would	be	implemented.	
This	log	should	be	available	in	the	public	domain.	Leafleting	of	local	
residents	both	north	and	south	of	the	river	with	event	details	and		a	
permanently	manned	telephone	contact	for	complaints/advice	is	
required.	
	
The	issue	of	the	amusements/entertainments	on	its	previous	location	
is	a	more	intractable	issue.	With	large	“fairground”	amusements	these,	
by	virtue	of	their	high	sound	emissions	and	generators,	are	totally	
unsuited	on	the	meadows	with	very	close	proximity	to	residential	
properties.	I	have	carried	out	a	theoretical	re‐siting	exercise	and	
cannot	come	up	with	locations	in	that	area	that	will	not	be	a	noise	
nuisance.	The	solution	would	be	smaller	and	less	noisy	amusements.	
These	would	require	to	be	sited	at	the	maximum	distance	away	from	
residential	properties.	As	these	are	“fairground”	attractions	relocation	
to	a	“fairground”	specific	site	would	be	the	ideal	solution.	
	
	
Alan	D	Godfrey		
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 Patrick Rd 

Caversham 

RG4 8DD 

Reading Borough Council Licensing Department 

Civic Centre 

Bridge St 

Reading 

4th January 2017  

Dear Sir/Madam 

Readipop Licence Review 

It is a shame that the 2016 Readipop is subject to a licence review when with better 

organisation and management the issue of public nuisance might not have arisen. It offered 

extremely good value to those who attended and enjoyed it but surely it was naive of 

Readipop not to expect complaints with such close proximity to residential properties.  

Firstly I have no complaint about the noise. This is because, due to deafness, I couldn’t hear 

any sound from last year’s Readipop until I was on Christchurch Meadow but can 

sympathise with those who were affected. 

Readipop, formally Caversham Festival, started out as a Saturday afternoon local family 

event on Westfield Rd recreation ground. The organisation was taken over by Readipop, 

moved to Christchurch Meadow where it expanded to include Sunday.  No doubt there 

were a few complaints over the years but it was generally well received. We used to wander 

along and have a look.   

All this changed in 2016. Caversham Festival was rebranded Readipop and became a 3 day 

music festival. Although I saw a notice on Christchurch Meadow re a variation of the site I 

saw nothing about the rebranding or the extra day.  Licensing sent me details of the 

‘variation to the site’ from which it became obvious that the music area would be fenced off 

and that the main stage would be in close proximity to homes.  It was decided, after 

learning via email, that RBC’s noise team ‘had withdrawn their application as they are 

satisfied no nuisance will occur’ to ‘suck it & see’ and also withdraw our objection. With 

hindsight this was a mistake. (I did find the notice re extra day on 31st December on the 

railings in front of the kiosk.)  

Monday 4th July a friend told me ‘there’s travellers on Christchurch’. The ‘travellers’ turned 

out to be the fair. This early arrival is not down solely to Readipop. It was at the suggestion 

APPENDIX RF-2c
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of the programme manager for Parks who thought it would give them more time to set up.  

As it turned out it was too much time.  Wednesday, when the fencing was put up around 

the festival site would have been adequate.  (Perhaps Parks was trying to maximise revenue 

by this suggestion.)  As a group of us watched we realised that totally unsuitable fairground 

rides had been booked and where to be placed directly in front of 3 blocks of flats.  Freddy’s 

Revenge and Earthquake give an idea of the type of rides. Parks programme manager 

apparently ‘shares the concern’s’ re the fair rides. Details of Parks involvement are in an 

email from parks programme manager. And so Christchurch Meadow ended up as a de facto 

traveller’s site for a week. 

 Food stalls also arrived early and started trading on Thursday. As I haven’t seen the original 

licence I’ve no idea what the festival hours should be but as Readipop wasn’t due to start 

until Friday it’s a reasonable assumption that they were trading out of hours. Either the 

organisers didn’t know or were condoning it. The organisers should know what’s going on at 

their festival and take steps to ensure licence conditions are met. No doubt the stall holders 

got fed up hanging around and not making any money.  

Friday night we went out so no idea what transpired if anything. 

We did go along on Saturday night about 22:00. It seemed quiet i.e. not that many people 

around. There was someone trying his hand at being a fairground barker – amplified. Even I 

could hear him.  

We also popped along about 17:00 on the Sunday. By the time we left approx 18:00 the 

inflatables (bouncy castles) where packing up.  

Condition No. 8 from Events Operation Manual wasn’t met (we should have received a 

leaflet) so there was no one to complain to about noise levels. 

As I’ve mentioned I have no complaints about the noise but that enough complaints where 

received to generate this licence review suggests that Christchurch Meadow is now an 

inappropriate site. It is now a music festival not a family event. Over the 3 days there were 

approximately 24 hours of music. The flyer for the event listed ‘36 acts plus many more acts 

to be announced!’ 

Did Readipop take note of Amended Guidance Section 182 Licensing Act 2003 with regard to 

the proximity of residential properties? I somewhat doubt it as the description given in 

Readipop’s licence application of  6th May 2016 of the site reads as follows:  ‘A large open 

park area located on the north bank of the Thames. There is a large public car park directly 

opposite George St.  Access is via a pedestrian pathway on the riverbank, or vehicle access 

via Wolsey Rd and George St.’ There is no mention of the residential properties bordering 

Christchurch Meadow or the new Christchurch Bridge which suggests that this description 

hasn’t been updated since a licence was first applied for when noise was not an issue. This 

same section also states that ‘This event is scheduled for one weekend (Friday, Saturday & 
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Sunday) per year only to be agreed annually with Parks RBC. For this current year the licence 

sought is for Friday 8th July through to Sunday 10th July 2016’.   

The above suggests that Parks could withdraw their agreement to Readipop using 

Christchurch Meadow.  

The application for ‘ minor variation for a premise licence’ states ‘for the avoidance of doubt 

there are no changes to the operating schedule’. I would understand this to mean that the 

schedule was the same as 2015 – i.e. Saturday & Sunday.   

Finally it seems presumptuous that Readipop are advising this year’s festival before this 

review has taken place.   

On a positive note Readipop are to be commended for allowing charities space F.O.C and 

Christchurch Meadow was left in a pristine condition.   

How then to prevent the public nuisance which occurred last year.  

Firstly ban large fairground rides of the type seen in 2016. These according to Cllr. Davies 

were one of the main causes of complaint. To find a site suitable for them on Christchurch 

Meadow would be difficult if not impossible.   

For Readipop to forgo the Friday night and revert to Saturday and Sunday with agreed noise 

levels to be strictly adhered to.    

If Readipop wants the festival to grow as 2016 indicated (at least to me) Christchurch 

Meadow is not the place for it. As the surrounding residential properties are not going to go 

away perhaps the answer is to look for another site which would give the Readipop Festival 

the space to fill its potential. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Lin Godfrey (Mrs) 
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LICENSING ACT 2003 PREMISES LICENCE – PART A 

Reading Borough Council being the Licensing Authority under the above Act, 
HEREBY GRANT a PREMISES LICENCE as detailed in this licence. 

Premises Licence Number LP2001923 

Premises Details 

Trading name of Premises and Address 

Readipop Festival 
Christchurch Meadows 
Wolsey Road 
Caversham 
Reading 

Telephone Number 

Where the Licence is time limited the dates the Licence is valid 

The license is limited to one weekend a year and is to be notified to the Licensing 
authority at least 28 days before its proposed commencement. 

Licensable Activities 

Licensable Activities authorised by the Licence 

Performance of Plays - Outdoor 
Exhibition of Films - Outdoor 
Indoor Sporting Events 
Performance of Live Music - Outdoor 
Playing of Recorded Music - Outdoor 
Performance of Dance - Outdoor 
Sale of Alcohol by Retail - On & Off the Premises 

Authorised Hours for Licensable Activities 

The times the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities 

Hours for the Perfomance of Plays 

Friday from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Sunday from 1100hrs until 2100hrs 

Hours for the Exhibition of Films 

Friday from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Sunday from 1100hrs until 2100hrs 

APPENDIX RF-4
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Hours for Indoor Sports 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Performance of Live Music 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Playing of Recorded Music 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Performance of Dance 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  
 
Hours for the Sale by Retail of Alcohol 
 
Friday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs 
Saturday  from 1100hrs until 2300hrs  
Sunday  from 1100hrs until 2100hrs  

 
Opening Hours 

Hours the Premises is Open to the Public 
 
Friday  from 1000hrs until 2330hrs 
Saturday  from 1000hrs until 2330hrs  
Sunday  from 1000hrs until 2130hrs  

  
Alcohol 

Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are on and/or off 
supplies 
 
Sale of Alcohol by Retail - On & Off the Premises 

 
Premises Licence Holder 

Name, (registered) address of holder of premises licence 
 
Name:  Readipop Limited 
Address:  35 Milford Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8LG 
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Additional Details 

Name, address and telephone number of designated premises supervisor where 
the premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol 
 
Name:  Mr Mark Stephen Copley 
Address:  Cherry Tree Walk, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 5RJ 

 
Designated Premises Supervisor 

Personal Licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by the 
designated premises supervisor where the premises licence authorises the supply 
of alcohol 
 
Personal Licence Number: BDBC 07/01681/PERS_N 
Issuing Authority:   Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

 
This Licence shall continue in force from 04/07/2016 unless previously 
suspended or revoked. 
 
Dated:  07 July 2016 
 
 
Head of Environment & Neighbourhood Services 
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Annex 1 
 

Mandatory Conditions 
 
Supply of Alcohol 
 

To be applied where a premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol 

 
1 No supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence:- 
 
 a) at a time when there is no designated premises supervisor in respect of 
  the premises licence, or 
 

b)  at a time when the designated premises supervisor does not hold a 
 personal licence or his personal licence is suspended 

 
2 Every supply of alcohol made under the premises licence must be made or 
 authorised by a person who holds a personal licence. 
 

 
Film Exhibitions 

 
 
Door Supervisors 
 

To be applied where a premises licence or club premises certificate includes a 
condition that any person must be at the premises to carry out a security activity.  
[Except premises with a premises licence authorising only plays or films or 
premises used exclusively by a club]. 

 
1 Each individual present at the licensed premises to carry out a security activity 
 must be licensed by the Security Industry Authority. 
 

 
 

To be applied only where a premises licence or club premises certificate 
authorises the exhibitions of films 

 
1 The admission of children to any exhibition of any film must be restricted in 
 accordance with section 20 of Part 3 of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 
2 In the case of films which have been classified by the British Board of Film 
 Classification admission of children to films must be restricted in accordance 
 with that classification. 
 
3 In the case of films which have not been classified by the British Board of Film 
 Classification, admission of children must be restricted in accordance with any 
 recommendation made by the Licensing Authority. 
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Responsible Drink Promotions (commencement date 01/10/2014) 

 

1)  The responsible person must ensure that staff on relevant premises do not carry out, 

arrange or participate in any irresponsible promotions in relation to the premises.  

2) In this paragraph, an irresponsible promotion means any one or more of the following 

activities, or substantially similar activities, carried on for the purpose of encouraging 

the sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on the premises—  

(a) games or other activities which require or encourage, or are designed to require or 

encourage, individuals to—  

(i) drink a quantity of alcohol within a time limit (other than to drink alcohol sold or 

supplied on the premises before the cessation of the period in which the responsible 

person is authorised to sell or supply alcohol), or  

(ii) drink as much alcohol as possible (whether within a time limit or otherwise);  

(b) provision of unlimited or unspecified quantities of alcohol free or for a fixed or 

discounted fee to the public or to a group defined by a particular characteristic in a 

manner which carries a significant risk of undermining a licensing objective;  

(c) provision of  free or discounted alcohol or any other thing as a prize to encourage or 

reward the purchase and consumption of alcohol over a period of 24 hours or less in a 

manner which carries a significant risk of undermining a licensing objective;  

(d) selling or supplying alcohol in association with promotional posters or flyers on, or in 

the vicinity of, the premises which can reasonably be considered to condone, encourage 

or glamorise anti-social behaviour or to refer to the effects of drunkenness in any 

favourable manner;  

(e) dispensing alcohol directly by one person into the mouth of another (other than 

where that other person is unable to drink without assistance by reason of disability). 
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Supply of Tap Water (commencement date 01/10/2014) 

1. The responsible person must ensure that free potable water is provided on request 

to customers where it is reasonably available.  

 

Age Verification Policy (commencement 01/10/2014) 

1. The designated premises supervisor in relation to the premises licence must ensure 

that the supply of alcohol at the premises is carried on in accordance with the age 

verification policy.  

2. The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person to be 

under 18 years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the policy) to produce 

on request, before being served alcohol, identification bearing their photograph, date 

of birth and either—  

(a) a holographic mark, or  

(b) an ultraviolet feature. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drink Measurements (commencement date 01/10/2014) 

1. The responsible person must ensure that—  

(a) where any of the following alcoholic drinks is sold or supplied for consumption on 

the premises (other than alcoholic drinks sold or supplied having been made up in 

advance ready for sale or supply in a securely closed container) it is available to 

customers in the following measures—  

(i) beer or cider: ½ pint;  

(ii) gin, rum, vodka or whisky: 25 ml or 35 ml; and  

(iii) still wine in a glass: 125 ml;  

(b) these measures are displayed in a menu, price list or other printed material which 

is available to customers on the premises; and  

(c) where a customer does not in relation to a sale of alcohol specify the quantity of 

alcohol to be sold, the customer is made aware that these measures are available.” 
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Minimum Permitted Pricing (commencement 28th May 2014) 
 
1. A relevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for consumption on 
or off the premises for a price which is less than the permitted price.  
2. For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 1—  
(a)“duty” is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 1979;  
 
(b)“permitted price” is the price found by applying the formula—  
P = D + (DxV) 
where—  
(i) P is the permitted price,  
(ii) D is the rate of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the duty were 
charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol, and  
(iii) V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the 
value added tax were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol;  
(c) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in 
force a premises licence—  
(i) the holder of the premises licence,  
(ii) the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a licence, or  
(iii) the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of alcohol under 
such a licence;  
(d) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in 
force a club premises certificate, any member or officer of the club present on the 
premises in a capacity which enables the member or officer to prevent the supply in 
question; and  
(e) “valued added tax” means value added tax charged in accordance with the Value 
Added Tax Act 1994 
 
3. Where the permitted price given by Paragraph (b) of paragraph 2 would (apart from 

the paragraph) not be a whole number of pennies, the price given by that sub-

paragraph shall be taken to be the price actually given by that sub-paragraph rounded 

up to the nearest penny. 

4. (1) Sub-paragraph (2) applies where the permitted price given by Paragraph (b) of 

paragraph 2 on a day (“the first day”) would be different from the permitted price on 

the next day (“the second day”) as a result of a change to the rate of duty or value 

added tax. 

4. (2) The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to sales or 
supplies of alcohol which take place before the expiry of the period of 14 days 
beginning on the second day. 
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Annex 2 
 
Conditions Consistent with the Operating Schedule 
 
General 
 
1. The control limits set at the mixer position shall be adequate to ensure that 
the music noise level (MNL) shall not at any noise sensitive premises exceed the 
background noise level (average hourly L90) by more than 15 dB(A) over a 15 
minute period throughout the event.  
 
2. Speaker arrays shall not point directly at residential dwellings.  
 
3.  Noise monitoring shall be conducted at reasonable and regular intervals and 
at least once per hour during periods of regulated entertainment by a designated 
sound manager using a noise meter to ensure compliance with condition 1.  The 
monitoring locations shall be 
selected to be representative of the residential properties most likely to be 
affected by the noise from each of the sound sources.  
 
4. The designated sound manager shall be capable of exercising control 
over all of the music and amplified speech sound levels by liaising with the Site 
Manager and the Stage Managers.  
 
5. The designated sound manager shall be on site for the duration of the festival.  
 
6. A written log shall be kept of measured noise levels and any actions taken to 
control the noise and this log shall be made available to an authorised officer of 
Reading Borough Council on request.  
 
7. Means of radio, telephone or any other agreed form of communication 
shall be provided to enable contact to be made between officers of the 
Local Authority and any person in control of the noise source(s) on site.  
 
8. In advance of the event, the event will be notified to local residents via a 
letter drop which shall include a contact name and telephone number via which 
complaints about noise can be made on the day of the event.  During operating 
hours, the licensee or a nominated representative shall be available to receive  
and respond to nuisance-related complaints.  
 
9. Sound checks shall only be carried out during the times that the premises is 
licensed to play recorded music.  
 
10. The event is to be carried out in accordance with the premises licence and 
the event management plan 'version 1.0' submitted in May 2016 unless 
subsequently amended.  
 
11. The date of the event and any future event carried out under this premises 
licence shall be limited to one weekend and is to be notified 
to the Licensing authority at least 28 days before its proposed commencement.  
 
12. The premises shall at all times operate a Challenge 25 policy to prevent any 
customers who attempt to purchase alcohol and who appear to the staff member 
to be under the age of 25 years from making such a purchase without having first 
provided identification.  Only a valid British driver’s licence showing a 
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photograph of the person, a valid passport or proof of age card showing the 
‘Pass’ hologram (or any other nationally accredited scheme) are to be accepted 
as identification.  
 
Annex 3 
 
Conditions attached after a hearing by the Licensing Authority 
  
N/A 
 
Annex 4  
 
Plans 
 
As attached plan dated 14/02/2013 
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